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FHS 50th Anniversary Celebration a Big Success 

By Neil Hufnagel, Superintendent 

 

On a cool evening in the fall of 1958, the ground was broken. In the summer of 1959 the cornerstone was laid. And in the fall of 1959, 

our current high school building was opened to students and staff for the first time. For 

the past 50 years, our high school building has been home to dozens of committed teach-

ers, hundreds of students preparing for a successful adulthood, and thousands of wonder-

ful memories of academic, athletic, extracurricular, and social events. 

 

The cool, sometimes rainy, weather didnõt dampen the spirits or smiles of our many 

alumni and community members who came out on Friday, October 9 and Saturday, Octo-

ber 10 to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the opening of the current Fowler High 

School building. I was thrilled with the number of folks who came out with smiles on 

their faces to celebrate our schoolõs history despite the sometimes challenging weather. 

 

Highlights of the Friday night event included the traditional homecoming parade with special entries honoring the Class of 1960, alumni 

cheerleaders, and representatives from the six state finalist football teams. The parade was followed by a program at Spicer Field that 

featured the Fowler High School Marching band, performances by the 5th , 6th and junior high bands, and exhibition football games by 

the Fowler Youth Football program played under the lights. The evening was capped off with a traditional homecoming bonfire where 

the youth football teams joined the varsity football team to hear a pep talk from head coach Paul Hungerford, and see our captains burn 

a stuffed dummy of our competitors in effigy. 

 

Saturdayõs events began in a light fog with over 200 participants in the Jeff Wieber Memorial 5K Run/Walk and youth fun run that fol-

lowed. As the fog burned off, a classic cool, sunny football Saturday emerged for the pregame tailgate sponsored by the Fowler Public 

Schools Education Foundation. Community members enjoyed the beef barbeque lunch while being entertained by the local band, The 

JABS, which featured two of our Fowler grads. Attendees also enjoyed reminiscing in the gym among the many displays of memorabilia 

and historical videos created by our students. The 2:00 game was preceded by the introduction of representatives of the Class of õ60, the 

first to graduate from our high school building, and the national anthem sung by our local menõs  

harmony, the Clintonaires. It was great to see a large crowd cheer on the home Eagles to a 34 ð 14  

win over the visiting Portland St. Patrickõs Shamrocks with the help of a large contingent of our  

alumni cheerleaders and band members. 

 

The festive weekend wrapped up with a dinner and social at the Fowler Conservation Club hosted by  

the Athletic Boosters. Our alumni and interested community members reminisced among several  

television screens displaying videos of various sporting events over the previous decades.  

 

I want to offer a huge thanks to the many volunteers who helped make this wonderful weekend a  

reality. I am grateful to the Band Boosters, FPS Education Foundation, and Athletic Boosters for each 

 taking responsibility for big components of the weekendõs celebrations. Individually, I appreciate the 

 work Jeff Crowe put into running the Jeff Wieber Memorial 5K, and to Donna Piggott and Paul  

Hungerford for all of their effort in coordinating the memorabilia displays that were enjoyed by so  

many. Lastly, a big thanks to Judy (Feldpausch) Pierce, Class of õ63, who first planted the seeds for  

this event in a conversation I had with her following their 35th class reunion last year. This was a  

great weekend celebrating the many successes and indelible memories of the past 50 years. We have  

a proud tradition as a school and community and I look forward to the many successes and memories  

to be made in the years ahead! 
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WALDRON PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES  

Parent/eacher conferences are coming soon. Students will be dismissed at 1:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday & Thursday, November 11 & 12.  Conferences will take place at the following 

times:      November 11        2:30 ï 5:00 p.m.   

  November 12   2:30-5:00 p.m. & 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

 November 13  No School  

Elementary teachers will be sending home conference notices to parents with pre-
scheduled conference times.  If you have a problem with your scheduled time, please call 
the Waldron office and we will work out a solution. Middle school conferences (grades 5-
8) will be held on a drop-in basis.  Feel free to visit during conference hours and drop in 
on whichever teachers you would like to see.  We hope to see you there!  Call the Waldron 
office at 593-2160 with any questions. 

WALDRON FEATURED STUDENTS FOR OCTOBER  

 

Our featured students for October include several kids with an abundance of school spirit.  The 

Waldron student council recently hosted ñSpirit Weekò. All middle school students were in-

vited to participate in several dress-up days, including Nerd Day and Senior Citizens Day.  It 

was a big hit!   

 

Nerd DayðBack RowðKelsie Feldpausch, Senior Citizens Dayð Back RowðKendra 

Jace Feldpausch, Dana Feldpausch, Samantha Hungerford, Preston Miller, Quincy Platte, 

Feldpausch, Ambrea Martin    Front Fow - Monica Buhr    Front RowðAshley Sillman, 

Erin Becker, Derek Bengel, Owen Feldpausch, Jack Orozco 

Nolan Wieber 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT WALDRON  
Nov. 4 Wed. 1st Quarter Report Cards Go Home 
Nov. 5 Fri. Sacred Hearts Kids Club @ MHT (kids must bring a note 
Nov. 9 Mon. School Board Meeting ð 7 p.m. (HS Library) 
Nov. 10 Tues. PTA Meeting ð 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 11 Wed. School dismissed at 1:30 p.m. for Parent/Teacher Conferences 
   Parent/Teacher Conferences ð 2:30-5:00 p.m. 
Nov. 12 Thurs. School dismissed at 1:30 p.m. for Parent/Teacher Conferences 
   Parent/Teacher Conferences ð 2:30-5 p.m. & 6-8 p.m. 
Nov. 13 Fri. No School for Students   
Nov. 18 Wed. Preschool/Parent Night ð 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 20 Fri. PTA Bingo Night ð 7:00 p.m. 
Nov. 22 Sun. 110 Volunteers Needed to Help Clean Spartan Stadium 
Nov. 26, 27, 30 Th-M No School For Students ð Enjoy Your Thanksgiving Break! 
Nov. 30 M Staff In-Service 
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Congratulations to the Winners of the Waldron School Fundraiser Raffle 

 

Each fall, Waldron School holds a fundraising event.  This year in lieu of a brochure sale we decided to 

hold a raffle with cash prizes.  The winners were announced at the homecoming festivities on October 19.  

We would like to thank all the families who sold or bought raffle tickets in support of Waldron School.  

Thanks to your support, the school made a profit of just under $8,000.  This profit will be used to help 

offset many school related expenses including textbooks, classroom subscriptions, assemblies, field trip 

costs, batteries, postage, and school supplies too numerous to list.  We are fortunate to live in such a sup-

portive communityéthank you again!   

Raffle Winners 

$1,000 Prize Awarded To Kay Goerge of Fowler 

$250 Prize Awarded to Larry Irrer of Westphalia 

$250 Prize Awarded to Dana Givens of Lansing 

$100 Prizes were awarded to: 

Annette Pohl, Dana Givens, Larry McCrackin, Lois Despres, David & Amy Klein 

FOOTBALL TEAM READERS  

The first grade classrooms have had some exciting guest readers this month.  Several of the 

football players have visited on Fridays to read to the children.  Along with reading a story, 

they showed off some of their cool equipment, answered questions and signed autographs for 

each child. 

Volunteers Needed to Clean Spartan Stadium -  We Need Your Help! 

The Fowler Community PTA needs your helpéonce again we have signed up to clean Spartan Stadium.  

The clean-up is scheduled for Sunday, November 22 and we need a minimum of 110 volunteers.  The col-

lege offers non-profit groups $1,000 to complete the job; however we must commit to at least 110 volun-

teers.  The clean-up itself takes approximately 2 hours and will start at 7:30 a.m.  Volunteers will walk the 

rows of Spartan Stadium with trash bags and pick up water bottles, trash, etc., left from the game the day 

before.  All volunteers must be 15 years of age or older.  All proceeds will be donated to the Fowler Com-

munity PTA.  Recent school purchases made by the PTA include such things as microscopes, digital cam-

eras, tables & chairs, a climbing wall, funding for 4th grade Big Zoo lesson, etc.  We are trying to come up 

with new and creative ways to bring in revenue without always asking the community for moneyéinstead 

we need your time.  Please consider helping, we have a long way to go to reach 110.  Carpools will be ar-

ranged for those who volunteer.  Please contact Patty Feldpausch (593-2240) or Marcy Wieber (593-2160) 

or wieberm@fowlerschools.net if you can help. 

mailto:wieberm@fowlerschools.net
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CHRISTMAS DONATIONS  

 

Once again this year we will be collecting slightly used or new 

ñHappy Mealò size toys and bags of individually wrapped candy 

for the children of Appalachia.  This is an extremely poor part of 

our country and many children will go without a new toy for 

Christmas.  Toys will be packaged with a few small pieces of 

candy and sent to needy families in Appalachia.  Donations can 

be dropped off in a box outside the Waldron office through No-

vember 25.  Thank you for your generosity!   

E a g l e  F l y e r 

WALDRON LIBRARY HAS NEW LOOK 
 
The Waldron Library has a new updated look for the school year.  The PTA generously paid for the purchase of 
new, blue plastic chairs for the elementary section of the library.  These replaced old wooden chairs.  This section 
looks much nicer with chairs that are all the same color and size.  The students find the chairs to be much more 
comfortable to sit in while they enjoy reading their favorite book.  The elementary section now includes a shelving 
unit that has color coded book shelves.  Each book shelf contains books that represent a different reading level.    
We are able to guide younger readers to the appropriate reading level so they can chose a book,at their level, and be 
more successful. 
 
The middle school reading section underwent a drastic makeover over the summer.   The old, spinning racks that 
held the paperback books were replaced by shelving units placed against the wall.  This has made it much easier for 
students to locate the books they are looking for and the shelving units are physically easier on the paperbacks.  The 
wooden corner section was painted a bright color.  Mrs. Pohl had great success shopping at the State of Michigan 
and MSU surplus stores this summer which resulted in an area with comfortable seating.  The middle school stu-
dents now have an enjoyable and comfortable place to read their favorite books.  Mrs. Pohl would like to thank the 
following people who donated their time and talents to help get the library ready before the beginning of school: 
Marissa and Aubrey Snyder, Nicholas, Jacob and Josh Schmitt, Mrs. Armbrustmacher and Mrs. Blackwell and Kyle 
and Nick Pohl. 

 
Mrs. Wernerõs kindergarten class is enjoying the    Mrs. Hoffmanõs students are enjoying  their books in the 
comfortable new chairs while they look at books.     middle school reading section. 

 

Keep collecting those Box Tops for 
Education, Soft ôN Good bread UPCs, 
and Tyson A+ labels!  Collection buck-
ets are located in each classroom.  (We 

are no longer collecting foil juice 
pouches.) 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
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FOURTH GRADE BIG ZOO LESSON  
 

October came in with a ROAR for Mr. Goerge and Ms. Blackwellõs 4th grade classes as they participated 
in the BIG Zoo Lesson, taught at Potter Park Zoo in Lansing.  The students spent the week in class at the 
Zooõs Discovery and Education Center where they encountered and observed wild animals and their be-
haviors.  They learned fascinating facts, spoke with  wildlife experts, chatted with the veterinarian, and 
viewed two medical procedures at the vet clinic.  The Zoo Education Curator conducted a species survival 
lesson with an enrichment presentation and answered student questions on a daily basis.  The BIG Zoo 
Lesson allows the children to be the primary researchers with a first- hand experience of the animal world. 
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PTA BINGO NIGHT ñSAVE THE DATE!  

On Friday, November 20, the Waldron PTA will host our 3rd annual Family Fun BINGO Night BO-

NANZA!  Everyone is invited to this family fun-filled event!  It will be held in the Waldron cafeteria at 

7:00 p.m.  We are suggesting a $1 donation per person, which will get you a BINGO card (worth 6 

games), a bag of popcorn and a drink.   This event is not meant to be a fundraiser, just an affordable, great, 

night of family fun!   SO COME ONE, COME ALL, to the WALDRON FAMILY FUN BINGO NIGHT 

BONANZA held on Friday, November 20.   We hope to see you there!  (All children must be accompa-

nied by a parent/adult.) 
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITYõS MIDWEST ACADEMIC TALENT SEARCH (NUMATS) 

The Midwest Academic Talent Search program is offered to gifted middle school students.  To be eligible for the 
program, a student must have a high score on he previous yearõs MEAP test or be recommended as an exceptional 
student.  Students in the program must take the SAT or ACT to determine  their abilities or talents.  Students who 
score well on the SAT or ACT are then invited to participate in gifted programs that are provided by Northwestern 
University, Michigan State University and Clinton County RESA. 

The NUMATS  SAT test will be given locally at Michigan State University and Central Michigan University on 
January 23, 2010.  A letter and information has been sent out to students who have qualified.  The cost of the NU-
MATS program is $79 and the application for the SAT can be returned to Mr. OõRourke at Waldron by October 
21. 

NUMATS provides academically talented students with test scores that reflect a more accurate assessment of their 
abilities than they can get with grade level tests.  Students gain practice taking the same tests used for high school 
placement and college admissions.  A student guide sent prior to the test offers test-taking strategies, test informa-
tion, and career planning suggestions.  The Midwest Academic Talent program is a great opportunity for students 
who want to go beyond with is offered in middle school.  The program is done on a strictly volunteer basis and all 
costs are the responsibility of the student who is participating. 

E a g l e  F l y e r 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS FROM CHINA VISIT WALDRON  

Exchange students Chris Zhou & Mandy Gao, both from China, recently visited Mrs. Stumpôs Eastern Hemi-

sphere Social Studies class.  The girls pointed out the location of their homes in China and explained many cul-

tural differences between China and the United States.  After an interesting discussion, they received many 

questions from the students.  We found out their favorite things about the U.S. and what they miss about 

China.  Mandy is staying with the host family of Mike and Bev Schafer.  Their daughter Lainie invited both 

girls to speak to the class.  Lainieôs Aunt Jenny (Armbustmacher) is the host for Chris Zhou.  A special thank 

you to the high school teachers who allowed them to ñskipò a class in order to enlighten my 7th grade stu-

dents.  It was so much more interesting to hear all the information they shared with us, and not just read about it 

from our book.  Thanks again, girls!  (Mrs. Stump)  

 



 

 

 

Waldronõs Peer-to-Peer Support Group (LINKS) 

Back row: Victor Feldpausch, Taylor Rademacher, McKenzie Koenigsknecht, Mason Pline, Gavin Halverson, 
Ben Peacock, Elizabeth Scott 
Front row: Jolie Wieber, Emily VanElls, Makenna Miller, Olivia Miller, Kiah Becker, Logon Simmon, Carter 
Bertram 
Not pictured: McKenzie Feldpausch 

If you see any of these amazing students, please take time to thank them for the wonderful new program at 

Waldron that they have all volunteered for.  Studies show that students with autism benefit from having posi-

tive interactions with their peers.  Last spring, these 15 students applied to be òlinksó for students with autism 

here in our school.  They have spent over 10 hours of training so far, including giving up one day during their 

summer.  Each week they give up their own recess time or time before school when they could be chatting 

and playing with their classmates to be role models for our student with ASD at Waldron.  They have a meet-

ing every two weeks to brainstorm and problem solve, and just to share their experiences.  This new program 

is already getting great reviews from the teachers, staff and parents.  With their enthusiasm and dedication, we 

are looking forward to great learning for everyone involved. 
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KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES - 

SEE IMPORTANT BUS NOTICE  

ON PAGE  15 


